
First Week of 2017 Legislative Session 
 

We hit the ground running the first week of the 2017 legislative session! 
Lots to do right away! It is truly an honor and a privilege to represent the 
folks of my district once again in the Iowa House! I believe with your input 
and help we will be able to do some good things this year for the people of 
Iowa! 
 
Governor Terry Branstad delivered his Condition of the State address the 
second day. It was his last time to do so since he will be appointed as the 
U.S. Ambassador to China by President-elect Donald Trump. The following 
day Iowa Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Cady delivered his Condition 
of the Judiciary address.  
  
I am looking forward to seeing you at my town hall meetings in the near 
future, which, all except for Waverly’s, will be held on Saturday mornings. 
Those meetings are set as follows:  
 
Saturday Jan.21st in Waverly at the city library from 1 to 2 p.m.  
Saturday Jan. 28th in Sumner at the city library from 9 to 10 a.m. 
Saturday Jan. 28th in Readlyn at the city library from 11 to Noon. 
Saturday Feb. 4th in Denver at the community room from 9 to 10 a.m. 
Saturday Feb. 4th in Dunkerton at the city library from 11 to Noon. 
Saturday Feb. 11th in Plainfield at the community room from 9 to 10 a.m. 
Saturday Feb. 11th in Frederika at the community room from 11 to Noon. 
Saturday Feb. 18th in Janesville at city hall from 9 to 10 a.m. 
Saturday Feb. 18th in Tripoli at the city library from 11 to Noon.  
 
 

“De-Appropriations” Bill First Thing 
 

When the legislature adjourned last year, the FY 17 budget was balanced 
and total spending was less than available revenue. However, in the months 
that followed Iowa’s revenue growth slowed. This was due to a sluggish 
agricultural economy faced with commodity prices below the cost of 
production, which had a ripple effect in other industries. 
 



The bottom line is the state is facing a $117 million shortfall in revenues so 
FY 17 (this current year) spending must be reduced so it does not exceed 
revenue. We must reduce costs to maintain a balanced budget and prevent 
a tax increase.  
 
I can’t help but think of additional spending plans advocated by some last 
year that totaled over half a billion dollars.  Had those plans been approved, 
the $117 million hole facing the legislature today would be far, far bigger. 
 
$117 million is a manageable budget shortfall as it is about 1% of the state’s 
budget but a shortfall nevertheless and will require a “de-appropriation” or 
a reduction or cut to the current state budget.  
 
We will be taking this up the first thing, likely this week. After that we can 
know what the FY 2018 budget will look like and we can then set the K-12 
school funding.  
 
In this “de-appropriation” bill we are working to hold K-12 education 
harmless from any budget cut because we have always sought to provide 
schools with funding that they can depend on and want that to continue.  
 
We are remembering the painful 10% across the board cut experienced by 
schools and state agencies in 2009 and don’t want a repeat of this so we are 
working to make targeted, thoughtful reductions that have minimal impact 
on services.  
 
We are also working to find efficiencies by identifying programs that are no 
longer necessary or that duplicate other programs.  
 
Some are suggesting we use the emergency reserve funds to plug the 
shortfall but in a year when the state has experienced revenue growth (even 
though not as much as we thought or would like) we don’t believe that is the 
best way to go in balancing the budget. We are committed to funding the 
priorities of Iowans in a thoughtful and responsible way. 
 
 

Highlights of Governor Branstad’s 
Condition of the State 

 



The governor is proposing to spend $7.4 billion in FY 18 and $7.6 billion in 
FY 19. This is just under the 99% expenditure limitation amount set by law 
for both years. Here are the highlights of his budget:  
 
Coupling the state with the federal tax law for tax year 2016 with all 
the changes enacted by Congress except for Section 179 business expensing 
and accelerated depreciation.  
 
Increasing Supplemental State Aid (SSA) for K-12 schools for 2% 
each for FY 18 and 19.  
 
Increasing Medicaid $36 million in FY 18. This is low compared to the 
increases necessary in the past, due in part to the move to managed care 
and also to an increase in the amount the federal government is 
contributing. 
 
Increase for Regents universities $11 million in FY 18 
 
Increase for community colleges $4 million in FY 18 
 
Increase for the Iowa Tuition Grant $1 million in FY 18 
 
Increase of $5 million to the corrections system.  
 
Increase of $12 million to the judicial system. That was the courts’ 
requested increase and the governor is required by law to include their 
requested amount in his budget.  
 
Except for K-12 schools, the above increases the governor proposes for FY 
18 will likely be offset by reductions that will probably be made to these 
budget areas for FY 17 in the “de-appropriations” bill that must be passed.  
 
Here are the policy priorities Governor Branstad highlighted in his speech:  
 
Restructuring the state family planning program so that dollars are 
directed into women’s health care providers that provide more 
comprehensive services and away from abortion providers 
 
Addressing water quality using last year’s proposal by the House to find 
existing revenue sources as a starting point for the conversation. 



Implementing measures to reduce distracted and impaired 
driving to reduce the number of traffic deaths  
 
Recommending a statewide health care contract for public 
employees to enlarge the pool as a means of getting a better contract for 
less money 
 
Requiring every high school offer a computer science course with 
a possible goal of counting computer science as a math credit toward high 
school graduation 
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 
 


